Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.025; wR factor = 0.069; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
The title compound, [Sb 2 (C 6 H 5 ) 6 (CH 3 O) 2 O]Á2CH 3 OH, is the methanol disolvate of a dinuclear triphenylantimony derivative. The molecule shows C s symmetry. The Sb-O-Sb angles cover a range from 89.65 (10) to 102.08 (13) . In the crystal structure, two O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are present.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Bordner et al. (1986) . For graph-set analysis, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) ; Etter et al. (1990) . For the synthesis of triphenylstibane oxide, see: Goodgame & Cotton (1960) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sb 2 (C 6 H 5 ) 6 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In the C s symmetric molecule, two antimony atoms bearing three phenyl moieties each are connected by two methoxido ligands and one oxido ligand (Fig. 1) . The Sb-O-Sb angles cover a range from 90° to 102° with the largest angle on the oxido bridge.
In the crystal structure, two methanol molecules are present which form finite hydrogen bonds (Fig. 2) . On the unitary level of graph-set analysis (Etter et al., 1990; Bernstein et al., 1995) the descriptor of this pattern is DD.
The compound was unintendedly prepared upon the attempted condensation of triphenylstibane oxide with a polyol in an aprotic solvent. 1 eq. of triphenylstibane oxide (prepared according to Goodgame & Cotton, 1960) was stirred with 1 eq. of xylitol in dioxane until a clear solution was obtained. After removal of the solvent and subsequent recrystallization from methanol crystals were obtained.
Refinement
H atoms bonded to aromatic C atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2U eq (C). H atoms bonded to methyl groups and hydroxyl groups were refined freely with fixed distances using DFIX instructions (C-H 0.96 (2) Å; O-H 0.83 (2) Å). For the refinement their U(H) was set to 1.5U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (O), respectively. The C and O atoms of the free methanol molecules were refined so that their U ij components approximate to isotropic behaviour. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids (drawn at 50% probability level) for non-H atoms. Symmetry code: i x, -y + 1/2, z. 
